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Ingurunce on Rieke to Covernnent 


BSTATINTL 


1. In the absence of epocific statutory anthority, 16 is 
welle-estrbliehed that the Covernmont acts ca a nelfe-ineurer, and 
that funce for the euspert of Government activities are not cone 
aidered esiicsble generally for the surchate of insurance to 
cover loss to the Covernnents (23 Comm. Gene 2692 14 297 = 4% Corp. 
Gen. 690, cte.) A» the reason for this policy ie state in 19 
Gums 70Me Zll, 214 = 


"The mpuitude of its resources obviously mekes— 
it core advantageous for the Government; to corre ite eva 
riake than to shift them to private iniurears at rates 
wufTicient to cover all issees, to pay thelr operating 
axpansez, including agency or brokers? aomalsaione, and 
to lasve guch insurers a profit.® 


fhe nractice of celf-incuring by the Government, however, ia one of 
policy and not of voaltive lev, and it ie not atriotiy shserved in 
eases ivolving vrocerty of a Government sarporation uw sn intette 
wening legel antity (21 Comp, Gen. 928). Nor has it been applied in 
enacs were privute nreperty vas in the cuatody of the Gorernnent 
throuzh judiciol vrocess, loon, or lesses (8 Comp. Cem. 195 17 ide 554 
BuH3072, G1 Su!i.) In cases where ths application of the policy may 

be ruestioned, the dourt ean always be resdived if the statubory 
vroviuion ie sufficient to justify the surdiase of ingurance frem & 
source vutside the Govermeente (3 Comp. Cen. 7863 16 1d. 4533 19. 

4a, 21l.) It should be noted that the pollay relatos to the risk 

pri net to the nature of the rink, ant that there fe oo waterfial 
éintinction betvoen asmemtion of rink of ywoperty dusage and assumption 
of risk of tort lisbility (19 Saws. Gen. 7118) e Requirements of necessity 
or exoedionos my intervene, of ccurne, onil there the application of tha 
fale is obviated. This would be so where 0 local stutubs make yublic. 
Lisbility insurance on motor vehicslos compilsorye 
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